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In Paula Martinac’s article “Big Fat Gay Wedding”, the award winning author debates and questions the arguments made over same-sex marriages in the government and society.  The author is a self proclaimed lesbian who writes to the gay community with the straight in mind.  She has received a Lambda Literary Award, an honor given to recognize and promote gay and lesbian writing, and is the author of several books relating to lesbian and gay relationships.    In the article, the author’s commentary on the controversy between two pending cases in Massachusetts and New Jersey places her as a member of the gay community and uses the two examples as a form of hope for her people.  She fights for more than a civil union legislation and will not negotiate for anything less than a law enacted giving full marriage rights to gay and lesbian couples.   Even though Martinac’s argument does apply to the government’s decision in the two pending courts, her main objective dwells past the legal rights and political justification, but she seeks approval from society and the general population.  The purpose and reason she writes this article is to call to gay and lesbians to unify and push harder and further in the legalization of same-sex marriages and to respond to the recent debate over the controversial topic in the courts.  The article’s focus deals with the achievement of civil rights amongst gays and the long term goal of social acceptance, and the author uses common persuasive techniques to allow the reader to choose for themselves whether or not the morality of same-sex marriages will be a part of society and culture.  Paula Martinac first builds her ethos and trust with the reader before establishing and attacking the topic, and she quickly finds common ground with the audience and builds a relationship with the gay community.  

Since the author uses words like “our” and “we” when referring to the litigation of same-sex marriages it’s plausible to assume her intended audience is the gay and lesbian community.   Thus, her method of building ethos and credentials must be one of appeal to this specific social group.  She effectively develops a bond with the reader when she often refers to gays and lesbians as “we” and “us”.  The author also successfully creates a persona which enables her to relate with all queers and builds trust with the audience as she digs further into her position on gay relationships.  As she goes on to discuss the topic of wanting more than legal rights and working more for social approval, Martinac compares results she obtained from researching a book to a quote from Mary Bonauto, a civil rights attorney who argued in the Massachusetts case.  Bonuato’s quote, “I want to have our relationship respected” supports Martinac’s observation of gay and lesbian couples using words like “respect” and “acceptance” as often as “legal protection” as a reason to marry.  The author also inadvertently builds her ethos while bringing up this common theme in gay and lesbian couples reasons to marry.  Developing this observation through research on a book relating to same-sex marriages, the readers now know she is a credible author, giving them more reason to respect her as a trustworthy lesbian writer, thus improving the reader’s value in Martinac’s opinions.  Now that Martinac’s has established her position with gays and lesbians, she addresses the topic of social acceptance of same-sex marriages and homosexuality.  

The author uses an example from a documentary on interracial relationships and parallels it to gay couples as an example of a society accepting a new culture.  She emphasizes that for thirty five years interracial marriages have been legal, yet couples still turn heads and people stare when a black man and a white women kiss openmouthed in public.  This demonstrates her theory although the hopes of same-sex marriages may be within reach, social acceptance will be more difficult than the legal aspect of the process.  She also points out popular culture as a strong advantage for gays in the campaign for the legalization of same-sex marriages and uses examples from television and the media to support her statement.  Even though the media does focus on gay relationships and marriage, many have been left in the dark on the realization of gay couples not being able to marry, as shown in her example of her partner’s college students.  She states this to give hope to gays and lesbians by showing them already a part of society has accepted same-sex couples and believe the litigation of same-sex marriages has already taken place.  This pushes the gay reader to continue to fight for their cause as the author has shown them a part of the victory they have already achieved.  Giving this encouragement near the end of the article leaves a sense of confidence and faith in the reader and also provides a new hope for the reader to grasp onto.


 The article ends with a summarizing affirmation from the author, and a last piece of advice for gays and lesbians in the crusade against the government for equal rights.  She recommends the issue no longer remain dormant and reclusive but be out in the open and become a topic of mass discussion.  Her last use of persuasion is executed through logos, a method of persuasion which appeals to the reader’s values.  Ending with the word ‘injustice’, she convinces the reader a wrong has been committed, and the fight for same-sex marriages is a fight for justice.  Building from a foundation of trust with the reader, Paula Martinac has successfully stated her argument and has satisfied the reader’s need of assurance to continue the fight for equality and justice.  As a member of the gay community, she has established a connection with the reader which enables her to accomplish the task of supplying the reader with steps to prosper in their fight of parity.  She is objective though, giving truthful statements pertaining to the difficulty of the task at hand.   Now I will end my editorial of an editorial, last sentences are always a bitch. 
