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Getting Started with Creating Your Family Tree
Getting started with creating your family tree is easy with My Family Tree.  This multimedia application provides a step-by-step method to document your family history and your heritage.  Capture dates and events XE "events"  important in one easy to use application.

Where do I begin?
Begin creating your family tree by opening the application.  While in the Contents View XE "Contents View" , click on the next arrow button to enter the Main File View XE "Main File View" .  In the Main File View you will enter data for each individual included in your family tree.

Click on the edit button XE "edit button"  [image: image2.png]


to show the edit viewer XE "edit viewer" .  In the edit viewer enter all the data for this individual.  This view includes data entry for the individual's spouse XE "spouse" , parents XE "parents" , siblings XE "siblings"  and children XE "children" .  Click OK to return to the Main File View XE "Main File View" .

To include additional information on events XE "events" , medical history XE "medical history" , lineage XE "lineage" , and personal notes XE "notes"  click on the buttons on the right side of the page.

Once you've completed entering all the data for this individual you simply repeat the process by creating Main File View XE "Main File View" 's for the parents XE "parents" , siblings XE "siblings" , spouse XE "spouse"  and children XE "children" .  Do this by clicking on the individual's name.  For example, by clicking on a child's name you will be prompted to create a file for this individual.  By creating a new file XE "new file"  for the child the parents and siblings will automatically be included.

Do this for each individual on the individual's Main File View XE "Main File View"  and your well on your way to creating your family tree.

How do I navigate XE "navigate" ?
Navigation in My Family Tree is easy and you'll find several ways to navigate XE "navigate"  through this application. 

The quickest way to navigate XE "navigate"  is to use the buttons on the toolbar XE "toolbar"  (see Figure 1) at the top of the page in the Contents View XE "Contents View" , Main File View XE "Main File View" , SnapShot View XE "SnapShot View" , and Address Book XE "Address Book" .
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Figure 1
Again, the buttons at the top of each page are the easiest way to navigate XE "navigate"  to other locations in this application.

Navigation buttons include the tree, which will take you to the Contents View XE "Contents View" .  Moving to the right, the button with a man on it takes you to the Main File View XE "Main File View" .  The camera button takes you to the SnapShot View XE "SnapShot View" .  The file rotary takes you to the Address Book XE "Address Book" .  The next two buttons will create an ancestor XE "ancestor"  and descendant XE "descendant"  chat respectively.  

The next four buttons provide easy access functionality.  They include the trashcan to delete the current file and file folder to create a new page in the current view.  The hand with the pen button shows the edit viewer XE "edit viewer" .  This viewer is only used in the Main File View XE "Main File View" .  This is followed by the find and replace dialog window.  This is an easy way to find a specific individual file in the Main File View, SnapShot View XE "SnapShot View"  and Address Book XE "Address Book" .

The next two buttons take you to the previous and next page in the current view.  The question mark button brings up My Family Tree Help XE "Help" .  The exit button closes the application and saves backup files XE "backup files"  (e.g., backup.exe).

As you can see, these buttons provide easy navigation and functionality to assist you in creating your family tree.  Now that you know how to navigate XE "navigate"  in My Family Tree, let's now discuss each of the view in more detail.

In the chart views XE "chart views" , simply click on a name in the chart (see Figure 2) to return to that individual's page in the Main File View XE "Main File View" .
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Figure 2
In all views you can navigate XE "navigate"  to any location in the application by selecting the appropriate menu item.

Contents View XE "Contents View" 
The Contents View XE "Contents View"  provides an index of the names under the "Family Name List XE "Family Name List" ."  By clicking on one of the names, you'll navigate XE "navigate"  to the Main File View XE "Main File View"  for this individual.

What is the Contents View XE "Contents View" ?

The Contents View XE "Contents View"  is the first view seen when you open My Family Tree.  This is your starting point for making your family Tree.  From this page you have easy access to other locations within this application.  
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Figure 3
What is the Family Name List XE "Family Name List" ?

Again, the Contents View XE "Contents View"  also provides an easy-to-view index of the individuals you've created a file for.  By clicking on an individual's name under the Family Name List XE "Family Name List" , you'll be taken to this individual's Main File View XE "Main File View" .
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Figure 4
Tip:  Click below the last name in the Family Name List XE "Family Name List"  and then select a letter on the keyboard to find names quickly.  This is handy once you have a lot of names listed.  

Main File View XE "Main File View" 
In this view most of an individual's data is entered into the application.  As seen in Figure 5, the individual’s name, date and place of birth and death, current and past spouses with the date and place of the current marriage.  This view also includes the individual’s parents XE "parents" , children XE "children" , and siblings XE "siblings" .
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Figure 5
Tip:  Each page is named in the application is taken from the first 32 letters of the name from the name field.  Because of this its important not to duplicate names or several of the links will not work properly.  Recommend adding some character to each name that is the same to eliminate this issue.  For example, you will want to create three separate pages for the same individual if this individual has been married three times to show each family group with this individual.  You can do this simply be having a page for John Doe, John Doe (2), and John Doe (3).  However, you must insure the additional charters or used everywhere this individual’s name is used.

How do I enter an individual’s information?

In the Main File View XE "Main File View"  you must use the edit window XE "edit window"  to enter or edit individual data XE "edit individual data" .  As seen in Figure 6, each of the data elements in the Main File View is duplicated in the edit window.  There are a couple ways to activate the edit window XE "edit window" .  

First, click on this button [image: image8.png]


at the top of the Main File View XE "Main File View"  to activate the edit window. Second, by clicking on the individual's name or any blank field in the Main File View XE "Main File View"  the edit window XE "edit window"  will appear.  If a name is in the field and there has not been a page created for this individual, you'll be prompted to create a new file XE "new file"  or bring up the edit window.  When you select create a new file, the edit window will appear automatically.  When a page has already be created, clicking on the individual’s name will take you to this individual’s Main File View.
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Figure 6
How do I enter Facts, Medical, Lineage, and Notes?

In the Main File View XE "Main File View"  you can enter additional information on each individual.  The buttons on the side of the page will bring up windows to enter additional facts XE "facts" , medical information XE "medical information" , individual's lineage XE "lineage" , and notes XE "notes"  about the individual.

Show these windows by clicking one of these buttons: 


 For additional facts XE "facts" : [image: image10.png]
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Figure 7
    Medical information XE "Medical information" : [image: image12.png]



     Individual's lineage XE "lineage" : [image: image13.png]



          Additional notes XE "notes" : [image: image14.png]



Snap Shot View
This view provides a convenient area to store and view multimedia files.  It provides an excellent way to create a photo album XE "photo album"  for your family tree.  
By clicking on the new file XE "new file"  button [image: image15.png]


 at the top of the page you can create additional pages for each individual.
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Figure 8
How do I import pictures and play audio and video XE "video"  files XE "video files" ?

To import digital media such as bitmap picture XE "picture"  files simply click on the camera [image: image17.png]


 button.  In addition to viewing photographs XE "photographs" , this view also allows you to play video XE "video"  [image: image18.png]


 and sound files XE "sound files"  [image: image19.png]o



.  Use video files XE "video files"  with the .avi extension and sound files with the .wav extension.

Address Book XE "Address Book"  View

The address book XE "address book"  provides a view to enter and maintain an extensive list of addresses and telephone numbers for individuals in your family tree.
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Figure 9
How do I enter an individual’s address?
Entering data in the address book XE "address book"  is very easy.  An individual's name is automatically created when you enter the address book from the Main File View XE "Main File View"  or Snap Shot View.  

Click on the new page button [image: image21.png]


 to add new names to the book.  However; its important to make sure the name is exactly as it is in the Main File View XE "Main File View"  or the links will not work.  To enter the address or telephone numbers, simply type in the information in the appropriate field.

As in the Contents View XE "Contents View" , there's an index of names provided to quickly find an individual's name. Click on it to view that individual's information.

The find button [image: image22.png]


 at the top of the page is another easy way to find an individual's page...especially when your list of names gets real long.

Ancestor Chart View

In My Family Tree you can create different chart views XE "chart views" .  The ancestor XE "ancestor"  chart is an easy way to view and print up to six generations on one page.  When viewing an ancestor chart, click anywhere on the page to expand the view to full page. NOTE:  Full-page viewing requires at least 600 x 800 resolution.  Click on the page again and the page will return to the original viewing size.

How do I create an Ancestor chart for an individual?

In the Main File View XE "Main File View" , click on the ancestor XE "ancestor"  button [image: image23.png]


 at the top of the page to create an ancestor chart for the individual you are viewing.  You will be prompted to create a four, five, or six-generation chart.  The four-generation chart also will show each individual’s date of birth and death.  These charts are designed to fit on a normal sheet of paper making it convenient for printing.

In the ancestor XE "ancestor"  chart you can navigate XE "navigate"  to any individual's Main File View XE "Main File View"  by clicking on the individual's name.
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Figure 10
When creating an ancestor XE "ancestor"  chart its very important to understand how the chart is created.  It begins by selecting the name of the individual you are viewing in the Main File View XE "Main File View" .  It then searches for the individual's parents XE "parents" .  Therefore, the parents must have pages created for them or they will not show up on the chart.  Likewise, the application then searches for the parents of the parents (the next generation).  Understanding this will ensure your knowledge of what names are included when you create a chart.

Descendant Chart View

The descendant XE "descendant"  chart is an easy way to view and print up to four generations on one page.  When viewing an descendant chart, click anywhere on the page to expand the view to full page. NOTE:  Full-page viewing requires at least 600 x 800 resolution.  Click anywhere on the page again, except the on the name field, and the page will return to the original viewing size.

How do I create an individual’s descendant XE "descendant"  chart?

In the Main File View XE "Main File View" , click on the descendant XE "descendant"  button [image: image25.png]


 at the top of the page to create a descendant chart for the individual you are viewing.  This will create a four-generation chart.  The chart is designed to fit on a normal sheet of paper making it convenient for printing.  

In the descendant XE "descendant"  chart you can navigate XE "navigate"  to any individual's Main File View XE "Main File View"  by clicking on the individual's name.

When creating an descendant XE "descendant"  chart its very important to understand how the chart is created.  It begins by selecting the name of the individual you are viewing in the Main File View XE "Main File View" .  It then searches for the individual's children XE "children" .  Therefore, the children must have pages created for them or they will not show up on the chart.  Likewise, the application then searches for the child's children (the next generation).  Understanding this will provide you insight for what names are included when you create a chart.

Printing XE "Printing" 
Printing XE "Printing"  is very easy with My Family Tree.  There will be times you’ll want to print a page just as it looks and other times when you’ll want to print text reports.  There are numerous printing options in My Family Tree.

What printing options do I have?

Main File View:  You can print each page or print text reports.  Select the “Print” menu item under the “File” menu and then select your choice.  When printing reports you can select from any of the fields you want data printed from.

SnapShot View: In the SnapShot View you can print each page as discussed in the Main File View above.

Address Book:  By printing reports you can select the fields you want to print.  This is an easy way to create a telephone list or address list for labels.

Charts:  In the chart views XE "chart views"  you can print each chart you create.  The charts are designed to fit on a 81/2 x 11 in sheet of paper.  When you print, the background color XE "Preferences:background color"  will automatically adjust to white.

Print Pages XE "Printing:Print Pages" :  By selecting the “Print Pages XE "Printing:Print Pages" ” menu item you will have several options to choose from.  You can print one page to a sheet of paper or several pages to one sheet.  You can print one to all the pages at once or just pages from the current background.  Recommend using “This Page Only” or printing specific page numbers.  Otherwise, every page in an application will print including dialog boxes and other viewers.

Print Reports XE "Printing:Print Reports" :  This function provides several options for printing creative reports.  Again, you can select several page options to print.  Also, you can select the specific fields you want to print text from.  Additionally, you can print columns or groups of data.  Use the print preview function to try different types of formats.  Once you’ve determined the format, be sure to set up your desired margins, headers, and footers to create the exact report wanted.  This can be a little tricky, but with practice you’ll be able to print most reports that you can think up.

Importing and Exporting GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  Files

Version 4.0 of My Family Tree is the first version where importing and exporting GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  files is possible.  Since this is the first version only the basic individual data included at this time.  Newer versions will undoubtedly transfer more data.  Nevertheless, you should be very happy with this function.  You will be able to transfer the following data with GEDCOM v5.5 files:


Name


Date of Birth


Date of Death


Spouse


Parents


Children


Siblings


Notes (Only GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  v5.5 notes)

How do I import or export a GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  file?

Importing and exporting GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  files is very easy.  Simply select the “File” menu item; then select the “Import or Export” menu item.  Click on it and select the name of the file you want to import or export and its done.  Please note however, when importing a large file do not use your computer until it has completed the import.  The importing process will take all your CPU processing power for this function.  Please wait since this can take some time depending on your computer size.

Setting Preferences XE "Preferences"  for My Family Tree

There are several preference-setting options with My Family Tree.  You can select from several background colors for the application.  Shows help text XE "Help:help text"  for the buttons on the toolbar and show help text XE "Help:help text"  in a status bar at the bottom of each view.  You will have several options with date formats XE "Preferences:Date Formats" .  And, you’ll be able to select from different button styles for the toolbar.
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Figure 11
How do I change the background color XE "Preferences:background color" ?

Select the “File” menu item and then select “Preferences XE "Preferences" .”  This will show the Preferences dialog option box.  Select the “General” tab and you will see the different colors you can choose from to change the background color XE "Preferences:background color"  in the application.

How do I set the date format?

As with changing the background color XE "Preferences:background color" , bring up the “Preferences XE "Preferences" ” dialog box on the “File” menu item.  Then select the “Dates” tab.  You’ll be able to see your choices.  There are several date formats XE "Preferences:Date Formats"  to choose from.  This will automatically format dates in the Main File View.  Recommend the day, month, and year format.  For example:  1 January 1951

How do I change the toolbar buttons XE "toolbar" ?

Again, bring up the “Preferences XE "Preferences" ” dialog box from the “File” menu item.  Then select the “Toolbar XE "Preferences:Toolbar" ” tab.  Here you’ll have several options on the style of buttons you want to use on the toolbars.  Your options include large or small icons with or without text.

About My Family Tree

My Family Tree was designed and developed by HuhnWare.   HuhnWare is a privately owned company that develops multimedia software applications.

System Requirements

To use My Family Tree effectively it’s recommended your computer be at least a Pentium 200 and has a video and sound card.  The video card should support at least 256 colors but at least 16 bits is recommended.  Obviously, the more RAM the better, but you should have at least 8 MEG of ram.  

Installing My Family Tree

To install My Family Tree simply click on the setup.exe file.  Different dialog windows will assist you as you install the application.  However, for the links to work properly in the application you must install the application in the “mytree40” directory.

For applications downloaded in a zip file, you must first unzip the setup.exe file from the zip file.  Then double click on the setup.exe file.

Registering and Updating My Family Tree

Included with My Family Tree is a file used to register the application.  Its file name is “register.exe.”  Simply open this file and complete the information.  You can email this file to register@huhnware.com if you’re paying the registration fee by credit card.  Or you can mail it to the following address with a personal check for the registration fee:

HuhnWare

20811 Glen Cove

Garden Ridge, TX 78266

Getting Customer Assistance XE "Assistance" 
Assistance XE "Assistance"  is available in several ways.  You can access online help in the application by selecting the F1 key or by selecting the help item in the menu bar.  You can receive email assistance from HuhnWare at support@huhnware.com.  Workload permitting, you’ll usually receive a reply within one day.  Also be sure to look at “Frequently Asked Questions” in this help or on the Internet at huhnware.com.  

Frequently Asked Questions

Question:
Why are the charts not including the individual’s parents XE "parents" ?  

Answer:
This is normally caused because you have not created a file for the parents XE "parents" .  Each individual must have a file created for them in the Main File View; otherwise, the links will not work properly.

Question:
How do I delete the page…I get a dialog box that says Oooops!

Answer:
This dialog box comes up when you’re trying to delete the first page.  You can use this page a renaming the page to a file you’re trying to create or change it to the name of zzz.  Then go from the Main File View to the Contents View XE "Contents View" .  This will sort page zzz to the end.  Return to the Main File View and then delete the file.

Question:
Why can’t I access an individual’s page from another page?

Answer:
Broken links are most commonly caused by names misspelled are when additional charters are added to an individual’s name.  The individual’s name is used to name the page.  Thus, anytime you type in this individual’s name it must be exactly as it is on this individual’s Main File View page.  Spacing is critical…if you add a space between the individual’s first and middle for example, the link will not work.

Question:
I have two family members with the same name.  Is this okay?

Answer:
No.  Because each page is named from the first 32 charters of the individual’s name in the name field, this will cause links to work improperly.  For the second person add (2) or some identifying character and insure these characters are used every time the individual’s name is used in the application.  This will ensure your links work properly.  This can also be an issue for GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  files you’ve imported.  The GEDCOM file format supports duplicate names…My Family Tree does not.  However, you can overcome this by adding characters as suggested above.

Question:
Can I give a copy of My Family Tree to a friend?

Answer:
You can freely distribute My Family Tree for the free 30-day evaluation period.  Anyone using the application beyond 30-days must pay the registration fee and register the application.

Question:
Does My Family Tree support the GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  file format?

Answer:
Yes.  GEDCOM XE "GEDCOM"  file support was introduced with Version 4.0 of My Family Tree.  Although this support is limited, you can import and export primary file data from/to GEDCOM files in the 5.5 version of GEDCOM.  The data supported currently is the individual’s name, date and place of the individual’s birth and death, spouse, parents XE "parents" , children XE "children" , and siblings XE "siblings" .  Also, limited support for transferring notes is provided.

Index



Address Book
2, 7, 8

Backup Files
2

Chart Views
2, 8, 10


Ancestor Chart
2, 8, 9 


Descendant Chart
2, 9, 10

Contents View
1, 2, 3, 8, 13


Family Name List
3, 4

Edit Viewer
1, 2 


Edit Individual Data
5


Edit Window
5

GEDCOM Files
11, 14

    Importing GEDCOM Files                      11

    Exporting GEDCOM Files                      11

Help
2

    Help Text
11 

    Assistance
13

Main File View
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10


Edit Button
1


Medical History
1


Medical Information
6


Notes
1, 6


Facts
6


Events
1 


Lineage
1, 6


New file
1, 5, 6


Parents
1, 4, 9, 13, 14 


Children
1, 4, 10, 14


Siblings
1, 4, 14 


Spouse
1 
 Navigation

            1, 2, 3, 9, 10


Toolbar
2, 12

Preferences
11, 12

    Background Color
10, 12

    Date Formats
12

    Toolbar
12

Printing
10

    Print Pages
10

    Print Reports
11

SnapShot View
2 


Photo Album
6 


Photographs
7 


Picture
7


Sound Files
7 


Video
7


Video Files
7


PAGE  
ii

